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10 July 2010              MEDIA RELEASE 

                                                                                                 
 

 

Sundance Resources Repatriation Update  
 

 

International iron ore company Sundance Resources (ASX: SDL – “Sundance” or "the Company") 

advises that the repatriation of the bodies of its Board members has been completed.   

The Aircraft carrying the bodies of Perth executives; Don Lewis, Geoff Wedlock, John Jones and Craig 

Oliver, arrived in Perth at 1410 hrs today. The body of John Carr-Gregg arrived in Sydney this morning.  

Sundance Directors George Jones and Michael Blakiston accompanied the bodies from Brazzaville in the 

Republic of Congo to Perth.  Sundance Acting Chief Executive Officer, Peter Canterbury, accompanied 

the body of Mr Carr-Gregg from Singapore to Sydney.  

Mr Jones said the families and the Company felt a great sense of relief to bring the bodies home.  “With 

the families now reunited with their loved ones, we ask the media to respect their privacy as they make 

their own private funeral arrangements.” 

On behalf of the families and Sundance, Mr Jones expressed thanks to all involved in the recovery and 

repatriation efforts and to the many people throughout Australia who had offered their support and 

condolences. 

“The cooperation of the Congolese, Cameroon, Australian, French, US and British governments in the 

search and rescue operation and throughout the repatriation process is greatly appreciated,” Mr Jones 

said. 

“The Company is extremely grateful to the Government of Congo for its critical role in the recovery 

effort, through the provision of transport aircraft, logistics support and personnel, and its assistance in 

the dignified repatriation of our friends and colleagues.” 

“That much of this effort took place at a time when the Congolese Government had other urgent 

priorities, including its response to the terrible rail tragedy on 22 June 2010, is all the more remarkable 

and deeply appreciated by all.  We extend out deep sympathies to the people of the Republic of Congo 

over that tragedy.” 
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“The respect the Government and people of the Congo showed for our people, including on their arrival 

in Brazzaville and at the official condolence ceremony held prior to their departure, is sincerely 

appreciated by the families and all at Sundance Resources.”   

The Company thanks all the people of the Republic of Congo for their kind thoughts and support.  

Sundance also acknowledged and thanked the many other nations and agencies which contributed to 

the search, recovery and repatriation effort: 

¶ The Government of the Cameroon played a critical role in the search for the missing aircraft, 

through its rapid response and mobilisation of some 11 aircraft in the search effort.   

¶ The French military through the prompt supply of search and rescue personnel. 

¶ The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the Australian Federal 

Police (AFP) for the mobilisation of the Australian identification team and assistance with 

international diplomatic arrangements to facilitate repatriation and other consular assistance. 

¶ The United States’ State Department, for the offer and provision of advice and resources 

throughout the recovery and repatriation. 

Mr Jones paid tribute to all Sundance Resources, Congo Iron and Cam Iron personnel, for their “heroic 

and courageous response in the most difficult of circumstances and their dedication to the task of 

returning their friends home to their families.” 

“The Sundance team has shown tremendous character and inner strength,” Mr Jones said.  

“It is a credit to all associated with Sundance Resources, including those lost, that the Company has 

been quickly stabilised following the accident and can now begin to move forward.”  

“We will take the time to quietly mourn those friends we have lost  but also execute our deep resolve 

to continue their great work. They were visiting Cameroon and the Congo with a common purpose – 

the advancement of a world-class iron project.” 

 “The foundations of the Company are in place and intact and that is a credit to the former Board and 

Managing Director Don Lewis. It is now our job to continue with the strategy to develop Sundance 

into a major international iron ore company.” 

“We are strongly committed to working with the Governments and people of the Republic of Congo 

and the Republic of Cameroon to establish the Mbalam and Nabeba projects as truly world-class 

regional iron ore projects that will be of great benefit to the people of both countries.”   

“I know that those whose lives were lost would expect no less.”  

 

For further enquiries please contact: 

 

George Jones 
Director  
Sundance Resources Limited  
T: +61 (0) 412 949 250 
 

David Brook 
Professional Public Relations 
+61 (0) 415 096 804 
E: media@sundanceresources.com.au  
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Peter Canterbury 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 
Sundance Resources Ltd 
+61 (8) 9220-2300 
 
 

About Sundance Resources Limited 
 
Sundance Resources Ltd is an international iron ore company focused on mining interests in the 
Republic of Cameroon and the Republic of Congo in Central West Africa. Sundance has commenced 
Definitive Feasibility Study on the Mbalam Iron Ore Project as the basis for developing a global iron ore 
business. Central West Africa is considered to have the potential to develop into a significant new iron 
province, underpinned by the Mbalam Iron Ore Project.  
 
WA-based Sundance has been listed on the Australian Stock Exchange since 1993 and is also traded on 
over-the-counter markets in Frankfurt, Berlin, Hamburg, Stuttgart and Munich. 
 
 

 


